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A unique partnership between policymakers, researchers, and 
communities to bring science to bear on issues of public health and 

public safety 
 



Dƻŀƭǎ ƻŦ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀΩǎ !ǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ 

Å Prevent dependency, delinquency, and ATOD use to the greatest 

degree possible (primary prevention) 

Å Intervene effectively with youth for whom primary prevention is not 

sufficient 

Å Allow communities flexibility to select strategies that best meet local 

needs 

ÅCreate community-level infrastructure for strategic prevention 

planning and coordination 

Å Provide accountability and use scarce resources efficiently 

ULTIMATELYé. 

 

ÅTo ñmove the needleò on key indicators of (behavioral) 

health at the POPULATION level 
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If you build it, they will comeé..or 

Moving prevention science to community-level 

public health impact 



άLŦ ȅƻǳ ōǳƛƭŘ ƛǘέ 
ΧΦǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘ 

ΧǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ 

ΧǘƘŜȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ 

ΧǘƘŜȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ Ŧƛǘǎ 

ΧǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘ 

ΧǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ƛǘ ŀǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ 

ΧǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ 

ΧǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ŀŘŀǇǘ ƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǳƴǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŀōƭŜ 

ΧǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ƻƴƭȅ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ƻŦ ƛǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƛƪŜ 

OR 

 

ΧǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜ ƛǘΦ 

¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ 
communities. Now. 

Emshoff, J. (2008). Researchers, practitioners, and funders: Using the framework to get us on the same page. American Journal of Community Psychology, 41 (393-

403). 



tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀΩǎ 9.t 
ŘƛǎǎŜƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ мфффΧ 



tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀΩǎ 9.t 
ŘƛǎǎŜƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ нлмнΧ 



state prison population 

surpassed available 

space in 2005 

requested new 

prison construction to  

add space for more 

than 7,500 inmates 

even after $800 Million in prison 

expansion PA will be nearly  

5,000 inmates over capacity  

within 3 years 

Current State Prison Population and Projected Growth at Current Rates 

PAôs Prison Population Crisis 
We Cannot Build Our Way Out  



tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀΩǎ tǊƛǎƻƴ tƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ DǊƻǿǘƘ 



ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƪŜŜǇ ƳŜ ǳǇ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΧ 

Å²Ƙȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ǎƛȊŜǎ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘǊƛŀƭǎ ōŜ 
replicated in the real world? 

ÅLǎ ƛǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ άƳŀǊƪŜǘ ǇŜƴŜǘǊŀǘƛƻƴέΣ 
saturation, or tipping points? 

ÅShould we be focusing on practitioners, 
organizations, or systems? 



tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀΩǎ 9.t 
ŘƛǎǎŜƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ нлмнΧ 



Pennsylvania Juvenile Court 
Placements by County 



Pennsylvania Youth in OCYF 
Institutions by County 


